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Back to basics for Bruce Farr

Long before Farr Yacht Design Ltd. estab-
lished its presence as one of the preeminent
designers of offshore racing yachts, Bruce
Farr and partner Russ Bowler had already
established themselves as world class dinghy
designers and helmsmen.

So, while a dinghy design by the Farr office
might be a surprise to some, it was not to lan
Bruce, himself an international calibre dinghy
sailor and one of the owners of Performance
Sailcraft, who just happened to be looking for
a new boat for his company.
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lan was looking for a boat that would fill the demand
he was getting for a boat in which parents could take
their children on the water and teach them how to
sail. The Byte, which he designed, was too small
having been designed for the 100 - 150 Ib. sailor
and, therefore, what he was looking for was a boat
that could carry some “serious weight” with a proper
cockpit laid out for two people, but with the simplicity
of a single sail.

It would have no wires holding up the mast which
would be a lightweight, tapered, carbon fiber tube. It
would be a pleasure to sail, i.e. it would be very fast




and it would be light enough (130Ibs)
to throw up on the car top making it a
truly recreational product.

Finally, and for purely selfish rea-
sons, he wanted a boat that sailors
well over 200 Ibs could singlehand
competitively with rig controls that
make the boat easy to de-power -
a sort of “Gentleman’s Finn!

The fact that the Megabyte is attrac-
tive, and a very fast yet stable, excit-
ing boat was a “given “ from day one
with Bruce Farr and Russ Bowler
behind the design of the boat.

Above: The boat has a huge two person cockpit. The
sides of the cockpit are taken down to the hull so there is
no false bottom. This makes the cockpit very deep for
the big person who then does not have to sit with knees
up under the chin! Standard with every boat are toe
straps fitted in the crew area, forward of the traveller.

Left: High boom together with a window provides
exceptional visibility. The Gentleman’s Finn!

Below: A flexible mast, perfectly matched to the salil,
provides maximum drive for heavy crews yet is easily
de-powered in a breeze whether the boat is being sailed
by two or singlehanded.

Length 14 ft 3 ins.

Beam 5ft 2ins.

Weight - car top 130 Ibs

Optimum singlehanded weight 225 Ibs
Doublehanded crew weight 200 - 400 Ibs
Construction GRP/foam sandwich
Spars by Fiberspar Carbon fiber

Foils Extruded aluminum

Sail, 100 sq.ft. cross-cut mylar Dimension Polyant PM05

Performance Sailcraft*

2555 Dollard, Unit 14B

Lasalle, Quebec, H8N 3A9, Canada.

Tel: (514) 363 5050 Fax: (514) 363 1552

e-mail: ps2000@qc.aira.com

* Previously Byte Boats Inc., the name was changed to Performance Sailcraft 2000 Inc.

to reflect the Company'’s position as one of North American leading builders of high
performance dinghies.




